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True Believers, so far as they were supplied at all, were
supplied by forced contributions from the infidel rayahs :
Greeks, Armenians, and Jews.1

On March 23, 1769, the banner of the Prophet was
unfurled in Stambul; and all unbelievers were forbidden
to show themselves in the streets, which seethed with
war-intoxicated fanatics, or even to look out of their
windows. The huge Ottoman armies moved forth, and
for,five years their movements were those of a blind
shapeless mass, blundering this way and that, with hardly
any plan or thought for the morrow. Nor did the Rus-
sians shine by any sort of capacity. Year after year the
two brainless monsters came forth, met each other in
many a bloody field, and disported themselves in scenes
of unspeakable carnage and purposeless ruin.2 But,
other things being equal, the bigger mass was bound to
shatter the smaller in the end; and the Sultan who
plunged into this folly in haste was left to lament his
fury at leisure. By the Treaty of Kainarji, Turkey lost her
direct control of the Crimea; Moldavia and Wallachia
were virtually placed under Russian vassalage, and,
moreover, Russia secured the privilege, insignificant in
appearance and colossal in its consequences,, of erecting
in Constantinople a church on whose behalf she obtained
the right to intervene as occasion should arise. This
seemingly modest clause was interpreted by the Russians
as a formal recognition of their claim to exercise over the
Orthodox subjects of the Sultan the same protection
which France, on a smaller scale, exercised over the

1 This account of the Turkish mobilization is compiled chiefly
from unpublished official dispatches : S.P. Foreign, Turkey,
No. 44. But I have also made some use of the Annual Register,
1768.

* See (if you think it worth your while) the Annual Register
for the years 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772, 1773.